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THE POTSDAM CONVERSATIONS, JULY 5 AND 6
nicate. Holding up to view a piece of paper, he fold
into his cigarette case, and tossed it carefully on board,
sailor picked it up and handed it to the Emperor. William
II opened the case, took out the paper, and turned pale as he
read the fatal news from Sarajevo, He at once gave orders
to tack about and give up the regatta.20 He intended to go
to Vienna to attend the Archduke's funeral and show his
respect to the aged Francis Joseph in his latest bereavement.
But when it was reported to him that a dozen Serb assas-
sins were on their way from Belgrade to Vienna to bring
about his own assassination, he allowed himself to be per-
suaded by his Chancellor to abandon his visit.21 It was
officially announced that the reason for his change of pur-
pose was an attack of lumbago and not at all considerations
for his personal safety,22 but his sudden decision not to go
to Vienna to pay the last honors to his late friend gave rise
to all sorts of contradictory statements and fantastic
rumors.23
 20	J. Cambon's account of what he heard a few days later direct from
"a personage who was beside the Kaiser at this moment;" Recouly, pp.
19 f.   Recouly adds that the Kaiser remarked, as he turned pale, "Tout
est a recommencer!"   He deduces from this, wholly without proof, that
the Kaiser had persuaded Franz Ferdinand to some great project at
Konopischt—he is careful not to be very definite as to just what this
project was—and that now the whole plan was spoiled by the Archduke's
death.
 21	K.D., 6a, 6b, 9, 13; c{. also Berchtold's statement to Tschirschky,
July 2, that "today's news from Semlin, according to which twelve assassins
are on their way with the intention of murdering Emperor William,
will perhaps at last open people's eyes in Berlin to the danger which is
threatening from Belgrade;" A.RJB., I, 3.
22Dirr, p. 120; B.D., 24.
2.3 BD., 11, 12, 18, 24, 26, 29; Wickham Steed, Through Thirty Years,
I, 401; Seton-Watson, Sarajevo, p. 105. According to the British Ambas-
sador in Vienna (B.D., 18; c/. also BD,, 26; and Dirr,_ p. 117) Berchtold
had expressed the hope on June 29 that no missions of foreign princes
would be sent to the Archduke's funeral, in order to spare Francis Joseph
fatigue and to shorten the ceremonies as much as possible. Possibly he
feared that a meeting of sovereigns at Vienna would exercise a moderat-
ing influence and tend to thwart him in his plan of making war on Serbia*
That such a gathering of sovereigns might have perhaps have led to
advice which would have found some other solution than war is the post-

